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Welcome to the 2014-2015

Annual General Meeting

of the Hobsons Bay

Community Advancement

Co-operative.

We are proud to announce

that the Centre has been

open to the public for ten

years and is growing from

strength to strength.

The Board of Management

thank the residents of

Altona and the wider

community of Hobsons Bay

for supporting the Centre

through its ten years

of operations.

Our Vision
To be a unique Arts and Community Centre.

Our Mission
To provide a dynamic and community owned
managed multi functional meeting place that
encompasses a broad range of social enterprises
supporting arts, community information,
recreational and cultural services to
Hobsons Bay.

Our Values
• Trust

• Integrity

• Respect

• Support

• Diversity

• Ingenuity

• Connectivity

• Empathy / Kindness

Focusing on you, creating your community

Board of Management with Christine.
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 Dear Shareholder,

Your Directors submit their report, together
with the audited financial statements of the
Co-operative for the year ended June 30th 2015.

DIRECTORS
Active Directors of the Co-operative in any
office, following the AGM held in December 2014:

• Susan Royle

• Lyn Pasquier

• Terry Heazlewood

• Carole McElvaney

• Adrian Masterman-Smith

• Debra Kamal

• Maree Duffield

PRINCIPLE ACTIVITIES
The primary activities of the Co-operative in the
course of the financial year were:

• The provision of facilities to provide
community services to the Hobsons 
Bay Community.

• The management of an active
neighbourhood house.

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES
There have been no significant changes in
the nature of the primary activities of
the Co-operative.

• The Co-operative continues its role as
being both a provider of community
services and owner of a facility to provide
these services. We employ a Centre
Manager for the neighbourhood house
located within our premises at the Louis
Joel Arts & Community Centre. The
Manager is responsible to the Board for

full utilisation of the Centre space and is
required to source funding for community
and like services to be provided by the
Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre.

REVIEW AND RESULTS FOR THE YEAR
The profit and loss report indicates that the
co-operative continues to pay off its mortgage in
line with our business plan and remains in
profitable operation.

DIVIDENDS
The Directors are bound to follow the rules of the
Co-operative and hence no dividends can or have
been declared or paid.

MATTERS SUBSEQUENT TO THE END OF
THE FINANCIAL YEAR
NIL

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AND RESULTS
See Chairperson’s report for details.

ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION
The operations of the Co-operative are not
subject to environmental regulation.

DIRECTORS AND EXECUTIVE BENEFITS
AND CONTRACTS
During or since the end of the last financial year
no Director or Executive Officer has received any
benefit or like, directly or indirectly, by way of
contract made between the Co-operative and
any firm in which he / she is a member of in which
he / she has significant financial interest.

Eighteenth Annual Directors Report 2014/2015
INDEMNIFICATION AND INSURANCE OF OFFICERS/AUDITOR
AND ALL ASPECTS OF CENTRE OPERATIONS
Premiums are in respect of:

• Indemnities and insurance paid during or since the end of the financial year for a person who is, or has
been, an officer or auditor of the Co-operative.

• Indemnities and insurance paid to cover all aspects of Centre operations.

Insurance details:

1. Allianz Australia Insurance Ltd.
Commercial Business Period of cover 22 June 2016

2. C.G.U Insurance Ltd.
Business Insurance Period of cover 31 October 2016 

3. Victorian Managed Insurance Authority
Public & Products Liability Period of cover 30 June 2016
Professional Indemnity Period of cover 30 June 2016
Directors and Officers Liability incorporating

Entity Liability Period of cover 30 June 2016
Entity Fidelity Period of cover 30 June 2016
Medical Indemnity Period of cover 30 June 2016
Personal Accident Period of cover 30 June 2016
Volunteer Care Givers Property Damage 

(limited circumstances only) Period of cover 30 June 2016

This report is made in accordance with a resolution of the Board of Management and
is signed for and on behalf of the Directors.

SIGNED AT ALTONA

DATE: 11 November 2015

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ Susan Royle
Signature                                                                                                                                          (Director / Chair)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ Carole McElvaney
Signature                                                                                                                                          (Director / Secretary)



Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd   |   2015 Annual Report 7

This year the Louis Joel Arts & Community
Centre proudly celebrates its 10th Anniversary
of operation. Over those years we have built the
Centre into a vibrant Arts & Community hub of
activity and collaboration.

We currently host 15 weekly classes or events in
art, cra, drama, education and well-being.
These involve a wide variety of age groups from
children to adults and seniors. We host support
groups for anxiety (Anxiety Disorders
Association of Victoria), health (Huntington’s
Victoria) and premature babies (Miracle
Babies Foundation).

We hire out our activity rooms for community
and private functions such as services,
celebrations and workshops – our Centre is
rarely without a major event, class or workshop
happening and as with any home, security and
cleaning are priorities and our bills need to be
paid. The hiring out of the venue assists in
covering our day to day costs while enabling us
to provide the venue to support groups at a
much reduced rate.

We are the proud home to the Hobsons Bay Art
Society (HBAS), Hobsons Bay Community
Information Centre (CIC), Hobsons Bay No
Interest Loans Scheme (NILS) & Wynbay LLEN
organisations as well as the Altona CWA Evening
Branch and Seabreeze Quilters. The Hobsons
Bay Chess Club has met at the Centre while their
regular meeting place is being rebuilt and Altona
U3A regularly holds classes and events here. 

We continue to successfully exhibit emerging
and established artists and groups in our Joel
Gallery. Highlights have been artists Judith
Leuenberger, Sue Muldowney, Davia McMillan,
Jenny Culic, Dovey Dee, Michael Brier and an
artist collective called ‘Maitri’ led by Dita
Banerjee. The Hobsons Bay Art Society (HBAS)
hosted two very successful Exhibitions of work

by their members and they continue to be a
greatly respected and valued group at the Louis
Joel Centre. We now have a HBAS ‘Artist of the
Month’ permanently displayed in our foyer.

Events held in the Gallery included volunteer
portraits, a quilt exhibition, our own ‘it’s
ART:WEAR it!’, Sam the Tram as well as a
Sustainability Expo. 

As part of a Partnership Grant from Hobsons Bay
City Council and in collaboration with Victorian
College of the Arts, we awarded our first ‘Joel
Gallery Emerging Artist Award’ to VCA graduate
Annalise Mayer. Prize money of $1,000 and
exhibition space made this a prestigious award
and Annalise went on to hold a very successful
solo exhibition at the Joel Gallery. 

We again participated in Hobsons Bay City
Council’s Art in Public Places program with
support from them and from Exxon Mobil and
presented our ‘Sustainability Trees’ in front
of the Joel Gallery which involved six local
schools in writing messages for the future
  about sustainability. 

This year we auspiced the Melbourne Mokopuna
Maori Missions Playgroup who presented an
exhibition and event ‘Tihei Mauri Ora’ – a
wonderfully vibrant, energetic and passionate
cultural event that included a three day launch.

We are ever grateful to our wonderful local
Hobsons Bay City Council, the Councillors and
staff, who continually collaborate, support and
encourage our activities and ideas with grants,
planning and suggestions. We are the proud
recipients of the 2015 Hobsons Bay City
Council’s Business Excellence Awards in the
Not-for-Profit Category.

We are also grateful to the continued support
from the Department of Health and Human
Services – along with a number of other

Board of Management Chair and
Centre Manager’s Report
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Sam the Tram.

Judith Leuenberger painting.

Thr3e 2 Exhibition.Annalise Mayer and Board Member Lyn Pasquier.
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Neighbourhood Houses; we were successful in
receiving an increase in service agreement
funding which allows us greater flexibility with
our staffing levels and provision of events
and activities.

This year also marked another milestone and
change for the Centre. Aer 10 years of
dedication and service Jill Bilston retired on 31
May as our Centre Manager. We thank her for
building the Centre into what it is today - a
vibrant, thriving, community centre where all feel
welcome. Jill’s personality and flair infiltrated the
Louis Joel Centre from the day she started – she
brought with her incredible community networks
along with an extensive history of working within
the community sector. Her retirement made
Hansard when she was recognised by Jill
Hennessy, Member for Altona District and
Minister for Health. Ms Hennessy’s speech
reflects the admiration the community has for
Jill and the great contribution she has made to
our community. Please see the extract from
Book 7 opposite.

We look forward to working with you all in our
eleventh year – and looking forward to sharing
with you at our next Annual Meeting the plans
and aspirations the Board of Management
and Staff have for the Louis Joel Arts &
Community Centre.

Susan Royle (Luca) and Kim Reilly

Centre Manager’s Report [continued]
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Extract from Book 7

PARLIAMENT

JILL BILSTON
MAY 27, 2015

Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health) — I rise
today to pay tribute to an outstanding community
advocate for the arts from Melbourne’s west. Jill
Bilston is the unstoppable centre manager of the
Louis Joel Arts and Community Centre, and
through her work she has made a spectacular
contribution to the vibrancy of life in Melbourne’s
west. Jill is retiring this week from the Louis Joel
centre, having managed it since its infancy, and
though a break is well earnt, she will be sadly
missed.

The Louis Joel centre was formed in 1997 through
the hard work of the Hobsons Bay Community
Advancement Co-operative, which campaigned
tirelessly to preserve the site of the former Altona
hospital for the use of the local community. Jill
has overseen much growth and change at the
centre, managing renovations and expansions
along with countless gallery exhibitions and
community meetings. I have no doubt that
without Jill’s tenacity and commitment, the Louis
Joel centre would not be half what it is today. Her
contribution is immeasurable.

Jill’s passion and hard work has impacted on
many in our community, and its impact has
spread across the world. In 2012 Jill travelled with
other members of the Louis Joel centre to Bwindi
in Uganda. Working with a local co operative, they
set up the Bwindi sewing project, teaching sewing
skills and producing items to be sold in Australia.
This project has helped to socially and
economically empower the women of Bwindi and
provided funds for power and water to be
connected to the Bwindi community centre. Jill is
a champion of the arts, of the community and of
Melbourne’s west. We will miss her, and I thank
her for her fantastic contribution.

... Jill’s personality and flair
infiltrated the Louis Joel Centre

from the day she started.

Jill Bilston & Bill MacPherson.

Jill with Dovey Dee.

Jill with Hobsons Bay City Council officers Marg, Janet and Pat.

Jill with Sue-Rae King and
her son, John.

Jill with volunteer Kerin Botha.
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Dates Title Description

18-28 October From Girl to Goddess A joint exhibition by Jenny Culic and Heather 
Ruth Laurie. This exhibition was filled with 
images and poetry depicting reflections
and journeys from childhood (Girl) to 
Adulthood (Goddess).

1-12 November it’s ART: WEAR it! Our Fashion Parade returned with models 
Luxury from Mambourin and David House. They 

were magnificent! Community support and 
appreciation was humbling. The wearable art 
on display was also of high quality.

24-28 November Sam the Tram Melbourne with Sam the Tram – an ebook by 
Lowen Clark. Gallery display introduced this 
quaint personage to the Community. 
He livened up the Annual AGM by taking the 
aendees on a tour of the Centre.

11-21 December The Learning Curve HBAS Class exhibition featured many small 
works by students and tutors.

6-12 February Tihei Mauri Ora Melbourne Mokopuna Maori Missions 
Playgroup presented a three day launch 
featuring blessings, reminisce of 200 
hundred years of Maori hospitality, and 
finally stories, songs, arts and cras and 
featured rare footage/ photos of Maori 
Hospitality Customs plus information on 
weaving, carving and body art.

18 February – Pricks Another wonderful exhibition by Dovey Dee,
2 March it formed part of Go West GLBTI 

celebrations. The title stems from the 
physical pricks from the cacti in her garden 
to emotional pricks as she paints local 
scenes reminding her of her place of origin 
(Southern California) and dangerous pricks, 
represented in her writing featuring trials of 
life and obstacles we have to overcome.

5-22 March A Passion for Light and Colour Oil paintings by Michael Brier who was born 
in Sydney and has been a professional artist 
for thirty years. He has won numerous 
awards and this was his first solo exhibition 
which represented a change in application to 
a more impressionistic style.
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 Joel Gallery continues to provide an excellent

space for artists and groups to showcase

individual or collective works of art. We have

moved forward in our vision of creating a unique

gallery identity with changes to the structure of

artistic events aiming for a more professional,

consistent model where exhibitions run for two

weeks – bumping in on a Friday to launch that

evening and bumping out aer the exhibition

closes on a Thursday. Our aim is to see the

Gallery exhibition list expand from the 19

exhibitions in 2014-2015 to 26 exhibitions next

year. As you can see from the list below, our

exhibition space has had a wide variety of art

forms and styles fill the Gallery. 

Joel Gallery Exhibitions 2014 – 2015

Dates Title Description

7-14 July Spirit of Volunteers in A photographic exhibition featuring
Hobsons Bay 20 active, able and excellent volunteers

from Hobsons Bay celebrating their
generous spirit.

21-27 July Made with Love – Showcased quilts made for others by 
From my Hands to Your Heart members of Seabreeze Quilters Inc.

2-10 August Landscapes of Light Featured the latest work by Judith 
Leuenberger. These works were inspired by 
the landscape of Western Australia.

23 August – The Adventures of Jas These works by Sue Muldowney included
2 September and Pykel Munny ceramics, porcelain art and oil paintings 

displaying an illustrative story of two young 
fellows who meet up with the family they 
have grown up without and thought they
had lost.

11-21 September Spring Exhibition Hobsons Bay Art Society’s Annual
Spring Exhibition.

6-12 October Dust Mixed media on canvas by Davia McMillan 
exploring ‘having it all’ & ‘looking good’ and the
the related images and ideas we are exposed to. 

Davia McMillan painting.
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We like to think that the Louis Joel Arts &
Community Centre is a warm and supportive
environment for volunteers – and maybe it’s true
given the number of volunteers we have.
Including the Board of Management, the Centre
has more than 25 volunteers. The total number of
volunteer hours given to the Centre is huge and
some volunteers have been with us for many
years. Volunteers form an integral part of the
daily running of the Centre. Volunteer activities
include gardening and maintenance,
administrative support, Gallery installation and
siing, dishwashing, cleaning as well as a myriad
of other tasks that crop up in a busy Centre and
seem to be never ending. We run many projects
as well at the Centre – many of these could not
be completed without volunteer support.

We sincerely thank our volunteers for their
continued support of the Louis Joel Arts &

Community Centre – we could not achieve the
great things we do without you – one and all.

Every now and then, we farewell a volunteer who
‘retires’ from the Louis Joel Centre – Kerin Botha
is one volunteer who has recently retired. Kerin
has contributed thousands of hours to the
Centre over the past ten years and we thank her
for each and every one of them. Kerin’s skills
were many and we have her to thank every time
we look for a form; or need to know the number
of a building key; or need to refer to our past
events and activities. Kerin is extraordinarily
skilled and she will be missed.

Our volunteers: Kerin, Tricia, Steve, Tom, Graeme,
Eugene, Dean, Narelle, Adelheide, Jenny, Liz,
Stella, Kate, Georgia, Val, Evelyn, Mary, Phil,
Jordyn, Fabienne, Eleanora, Carol, Beryl,
Lyn and Liz.

A Tribute to Volunteers
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 Dates Title Description

10-26 April Maitri Inflourescence Maitri is a group of artists led by Dita 
Banerjee who experience the world of art 
collectively and have steadily developed 
their passion into a means of giving 
themselves and others pleasure as they 
explore their living world, culture, 
surroundings, thoughts, successes,
failures dreams and reality.

15 April-10 May Leaves of Change Louis Joel Centre’s exhibit as part of Art in 
Public Places showcasing sustainability and 
environmental awareness. Six Primary 
Schools / Kindergartens in Hobsons Bay 
decorated and wrote messages about 
protecting our world on cut out leaves. 
These leaves were then aached to simplistic 
trees erected in front of the Joel Gallery.

28 April- 10 May Sustainability Expo This expo ran in conjunction with the Leaves 
of Change display outside the Gallery.
It featured an exhibition of recycled jewellery 
fashioned from plastic; sculptures made 
from old tools and tins; sculptures of extinct 
or near extinct Australian animals; a 
presentation by Dr Mark Osborn on plastic 
pollution; and a presentation by Positive 
Footprints as well as a tour of their 9 star 
energy rated home in Altona.

11- 15 May Neighbourhood A Gallery display featuring memorabilia from 
House Week the days when the Community Centre site 

was the local hospital. Also on display was a 
selection of history storyboards from 2005 
onwards featuring various activities 
undertaken by the Louis Joel Arts and 
Community Centre.

1- 18 June Thr3e Thirteen artists were invited to display three 
pieces of their work for three weeks in the 
Joel Gallery. The display covered all mediums 
and featured sculpture as well as 
conventional artworks.

19 June-6 July Buloke Shire Expo A welcome return of works by the artists, 
artisans and craers of Buloke Shire -
Hobsons Bay City Council’s sister Council 
under their Friendship Alliance. 
The creativity was inspirational.

Joel Gallery Exhibitions 2014 – 2015 [continued]

Pictured above are a few of our ‘Wednesday’ volunteers.



Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd   |   2015 Annual Report 15

Mobil Day of Caring
At the Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre, we
were fortunate to have the great support of
Mobil and their staff during the year. Not only did
they support us with funding our Art in Public
Places project but also with the support of
volunteers on their annual ‘Mobil Day of Caring’. 

An enthusiastic team of Mobil employees arrived
at the Centre on the morning of the 20th
November and started on a long list of jobs that
needed to be done outside and inside the
building. Not only did Mobil’s employees provide
their time, skills and knowledge to our Centre,
they also funded the purchase of the materials
needed for the tasks to be completed.

In the garden, the team weeded the garden beds,
tidied up the area and spread four
cubic metres of mulch. Inside the
building, the Activity room walls
were scrubbed clean and then
painted.

The two teams worked
incredibly hard and achieved a
great deal in one day. For
Mobil, it is an opportunity for
staff to connect with the
community to make a difference. From our
perspective, we ask our volunteers to do so much
around the Centre and to have the opportunity of
a local corporate group such as Mobil to come in,
we take it as a chance to give our hardworking
volunteers welcome support.

Sustainability Trees –
‘Leaves of Change’ Project
Over 2,000 children from six schools were
invited to write sustainability messages on
leaves to hang from our ‘trees’ for our 2015 Art in
Public Places project. The project was proudly
sponsored by Mobil and Hobsons Bay City
Council with the trees being designed and made
by the Hobsons Bay Men’s Shed. The Art in Public
Places project led into a Sustainability Expo that
was visited by hundreds of people who placed
messages on our message tree, aended
workshops on sustainability and saw the
recycled artwork of Kath Casoar, Ricky Ga and
award winning sculptor Peter Forward. 

Art in Public Places 
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Eugene and the ‘Bole Garden’.Mobil Sign for ‘Art in Public Places’.

One of the many Sustainability Trees.Peter Forward's sculptures of endangered Australian animals.

The Tree in the Gallery.
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Our beautiful building is now ten years old and
has thousands of people through the doors each
year. Maintenance, repairs and replacement of
equipment is an ongoing challenge for the
Building Commiee.

However, we have managed to check off the
following actions from our growing list:

1. New dishwasher installed.

2. New security cameras throughout the centre
which provides us with 24 hour surveillance of
the main areas. 

3. New front door system that allows us to lock
the front doors whilst still allowing visitors to
use the new green exit buon to leave the
building. This provides greater security to
participants of workshops and classes who
use the Centre aer hours.

4. Office space has been rearranged to allow the
Centre Manager easy access to the front
foyer, guests and visitors. At the same time
a separate volunteer break room has
been created.

5. Painting of the Gallery and offices.

GARDEN
Many hours were put into the garden to make it
more aractive and tidy. A special feature wall
was created at the end of the deck in the form of
a bole wall garden to coincide with
Sustainability Week.  It proved a big hit with our
visitors. Many thanks to our volunteer gardeners
and maintenance team – Steve, Tom, Eugene,
Graeme, Peter and Dean form the core group –
Peter retired to Cairns late last year and Steve
has recently moved on from the Centre.
Our thanks to both Peter and Steve – for their
dedication and good humour. Our garden in
particular, is a constantly evolving work in
progress and we are very lucky to have such a
wonderful team helping to maintain it. 

The gardening team has helped to re-establish
the Joan Craggs memorial garden at the front of
the building helped along with a donation from
Derek Craggs towards plants. It is being carefully
planned so that it will soon be a fiing tribute to
the beautiful artist Joan was – and will involve as
many flowers we possibly can fit into the space.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

We were fortunate enough to be selected as a
participant in a Work for the Dole project – ours
is the Nourish Garden project and we are building
vegetable boxes as well as a pizza oven. Our back
garden is being converted into a very special
place – vegetables will be grown for the Kings of
the Kitchen program as well as for members of
the community who may need assistance with
additional food. Our pizza oven will be a
wonderful focal point – a place to gather, to talk
and to share a great pizza. The oven will be made
so we can mosaic the outside – a great public art
project in the making. We also plan to have new
shade cloth fied over the decking to further
protect the back of the building from the
summer heat.

Lyn Pasquier

Building Commiee
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 The Kings of the Kitchen have been meeting
every Wednesday for nearly five years aer a
grant, from Hobsons Bay City Council,
established the project. This group learn the
basics of cooking while learning about nutrition
and hygiene - as well as enjoying the company of
a group of like minded men. The project was so
successful in its first year that the Louis Joel
Centre decided to continue funding it and we
have done so for the past three years. 

Boxes of vegetables – arrive every Tuesday,
donated from the Gateway Community Food
Link program (www.gatewaysupport.org.au).
Recipes are generated, additional groceries
are purchased and the volunteer helpers
don their aprons to assist with techniques
and terminology. 

The Kings of the Kitchen have been wonderfully
looked aer by a team of dedicated volunteers –
Carol Curran, Rebecca Ayres and Eleanora
Symmonds have been the team who have looked
aer the program over the past years with
Kate Turner taking over this year. 

Kings of the Kitchen

Kings of the Kitchen.

Kings of the Kitchen - Christmas.
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GENERAL HISTORY AND BACKGROUND 
1997: The Hobsons Bay Community Advancement
Co-operative was formed in May 1997. Aer vigor   -
 ous community action, the hospital building (and
some 60% of the site) was saved and purchased
by the Co-operative on behalf of the broader
Altona community. The vision was to use and
further develop the facility as a community centre
with particular emphasis on arts and community
resources. The Co-operative’s ‘Business Plan’
further outlines this vision. The HBCA Co-
operative was registered under the Co-operatives
Act 1996 and had an 11 member elected and
voluntary Board of Directors.

1998 to 2001: From 1998, Stage 1 of the Louis Joel
Centre development aimed at necessary financial
viability and limited physical development. Some
50% of the remaining building was leased for
commercial medical purposes, while use of the
other half of the building was directed towards
the development of community programs, the
provision of meeting rooms for Hobsons Bay City
Council sponsored community groups as well as
other community based groups, a space for
Hobsons Bay Community Information Centre as
well as a home for the Hobsons Bay Art Society.
We appreciated the support of Hobsons Bay City
Council and other sponsors at this time, including
Council’s $135,000 building grant in 2001.
This support and the Co-operative’s carefully
considered management saw the initial large
mortgage on the property reduced to $122,000,
although the original building with many of its
‘rabbit warren’ limitations and maintenance
issues remained.

2002 to 2004: It was the intention of the Board of
Management to develop modern facilities for the
Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre, either by
way of new buildings or by major redevelopment
of the existing structure. This became possible in
December 2001 when the State Government
announced that it would provide a grant of
$425,850 from its ‘Community Support Fund’.

Community consultation, architectural planning,
town planning and tendering took considerable
time, with delays and rising costs becoming a
concern. However, further grants of $50,000 were
received from the Hobsons Bay City Council and
$62,170 from State Government Community
Support Fund. The ANZ Bank approved mortgage
funding of some $600,000. Finally, in November
2004, these processes were finalised and we were
able to proceed with the $1.2 million ‘Stage 2’
redevelopment of the Louis Joel Arts &
Community Centre.

November 2005: We officially opened the doors
and acknowledged the outstanding architectural
advice from Garner Davis Architects, our project
architects. Their advice and desire to largely
retain the historical form of the building led to a
plan that has essentially kept the original main
building structure with major internal
reconstruction. This included creating a gallery
area, meeting room and offices, plus demolition of
unsuitable outbuildings and construction of two
new activity areas and external site-works. 
We also acknowledged the efforts of Merkon
Constructions Pty Ltd who, as our builders,
brought these plans to a reality. 

2006: During this new and exciting phase in the
life of the Louis Joel Centre, we held many
successful exhibitions and functions; held a great
number of classes; and saw a wide and varied
number of groups use this wonderful facility. 
We also provided occupancy for a number of
organisations including the Hobsons Bay
Community Information Centre, Hobsons Bay
Art Society, Altona U3A and Seabreeze Quilters
to mention a few. Not a day went by without
the hustle and bustle of people using the top
class amenities at the Louis Joel Arts &
Community Centre. 

2007: The Centre was active five weekdays and
nights and on the majority of weekends. The
Gallery showcased fieen exhibitions over the
year, aracting over 250 people to some of the

The Louis Joel Centre
(The Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative)
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launch events. The Altona U3A grew to over 120
members and ran programs 3 days a week and
Friday Social Gatherings at the Louis Joel Centre.  

2008: We realised we needed to improve access
to the Centre as the heavy glass doors were
difficult to open but we needed to find the $8,500
to install automatic doors. A submission to the
Altona Sports Club requesting financial support
was responded to immediately and the automatic
doors were installed. In the same year, Dow
Chemical Australia Ltd gave the Centre a grant to
install new railing along the concrete ramp leading
to the front entrance. The railing further improved
safety and access for visitors of all ages to
the Centre.

2009: One of the highlights of this year was the
addition of a glamorous Fashion Parade to launch
our ‘It’s Art:Wear it!’ textile and jewellery
exhibition. The Fashion Parade was aended by
175 people and launched us on the path of hosting
it as an annual event.

2010: The Joel Gallery was very proud to present
the first GLBTI art exhibition in Altona and
Hobsons Bay. The exhibition was held as part of
the Melbourne Midsumma Festival celebrating
the gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and
intersex community of Victoria. More than 450
people aended the launch of ‘Go West’ and over
2,000 people enjoyed the exhibition. More works
were sold in this exhibition than any other
exhibition held at the gallery since opening its
doors in 2005. 

2011: The Centre hosted a multicultural exhibition
in partnership with Hobsons Bay City Council - an
exhibition of Greek culture, art and history was
presented in ‘Anamnisis’, while The Kings of the
Kitchen program continued with great enthusiasm
of the cooks.

2012: The United Nations proclaimed the year
2012 ‘International Year of the Co-Operative’.
The Board of Management and staff celebrated
this significant year through an exciting project -

the Uganda Sewing Project which was proposed
by staff and a volunteer who then travelled to
Uganda to establish the program. During the same
year, ‘Aer the Rains’ was an exhibition of the
history and tourism of the Shire of Buloke.
The Shire and Hobsons Bay City Council share a
Friendship Alliance. The Centre also displayed
and sold items made by cra groups and artists
from the Shire. 

2013: Hosting Ande Kempnich Terare’s work in the
Joel Gallery as part of NAIDOC Week was a special
highlight of the year – Ande’s paintings depicted
the traditional ways of life, the stories and
legends which were largely influenced by his
Aboriginal heritage.

2014: A significant exhibition was held during
Refugee Week by Eritrean artist Michael Adonai
which was an emotional journey for both artist and
visitors. Michael won the United Nations
International Art Award when he lived in Eritrea.
The Centre continued to develop rapidly. 
New programs were introduced to respond to the
rapidly changing community of Altona. Our door
counter showed between 900 and 1,000 people
walked through the Centre doors each week.

2015: It is ten years since the Louis Joel Arts &
Community Centre opened its doors. We are all so
proud of this accomplishment and the services
the Centre has been able to provide to the
community over this time. Jill Bilston has been our
Centre Manager for those all those years, until her
recent retirement in May. We owe her so much
gratitude for helping to nurture, grow and develop
the Centre into what it is today; accomplished
with the support and dedication of many people,
volunteers, staff and sponsors. We are also
excited by our future. Kim Reilly is our new Centre
Manager. The Board looks forward to
implementing with Kim ideas and plans, which
support the ever changing needs of Hobsons Bay.
We look forward to sharing those with you in our
2016 Annual Report.
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it’s ART: WEAR it! 
with Models from David House and
Mambourin Enterprises

Our annual ‘it’s ART:WEAR it!’ was an incredible
event in 2014 with the parade featuring models
from David House – Annecto Services in
Yarraville and Mambourin Enterprises in Altona.

The night was a night to remember!
These enthusiastic models, from a section of
the community oen ignored when it comes
to fashion, was the highlight of the event –
as can be seen in the photos, everyone
had a wonderful night.

Hair and make-up done, outfit on!

It was a glamour event.

Such an elegant outfit.
It's Art Wear It Fashion Parade -
Model from Mambourin.

It's Art Wear It Group Photo -
Models from David House and Mambourin.
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 MMiicchhaaeell KKiieerrnnaann 
&& AAssssoocciiaatteess 

Accountant FCPA 

PO Box 60 
Newport Vic 3015 

 
Tel: 9314 6011 
Fax: 9314 4774 

 

370 Blackshaws Road 
Altona North 

ABN 82 957 136 008 

 
 

 
 
 
7 October 2015 
 
Hobson Bay Community Advancement Co-Operative Ltd  
5 Sargood Street  
Altona   VIC  3018 
 
AUDIT CERTIFICATE 
 
On the basis of information provided by the directors Hobsons Bay 
Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd., I have audited the special 
purpose Income Statement and Balance Sheet for the period ended 30 
June 2015. 
 
The specific purpose for which the special purpose financial report has 
been prepared is set out in the notes to the accounts. The extent to which 
Accounting Standards have or have not been adopted in the audit of the 
special purpose financial report is set out in the notes to the accounts. 
 
Scope 
The directors are solely responsible for the information contained in the 
special purpose financial report and have determined that the accounting 
policies used are consistent with the financial reporting requirements 
Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd constitution 
and are appropriate to meet the needs of the directors and members of the 
organisation.  
 
I have conducted an independent audit of the financial reports in order to 
express an opinion on it to the members of the organisation. My audit has 
been conducted in accordance with professional reporting requirements 
(APS9)  to provide reasonable assurance whether the financial reports are 
free of material misstatement. My procedures included examination, on a 
test basis, of evidence supporting the amounts and other disclosures in 
the financial reports, and the evaluation of accounting policies and 
significant accounting estimates. These procedures have been undertaken 
to form an opinion whether, in all material respects, the financial reports 
are presented fairly in accordance with professional reporting 
requirements and statutory requirements so as to present a view which is 
consistent with my understanding of the organisation's financial position, 
the results of its operations and its cash flows. 
 
The audit opinion expressed in this report has been formed on the above 
basis. 

 

Audit Opinion 
 
In my opinion, the financial statements Hobsons Bay Community 
Advancement Co-operative Ltd. do give a true and fair view of the 
organisation's financial position as at 30 June 2015 and of its performance 
for the year ended on that date.  
 
To the extent permitted by law, I do not accept liability for any loss or 
damage which any person, other than the organisation, may suffer arising 
from any negligence on my part. No person other than the directors and 
members Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd. 
should rely on the special purpose financial report. It is not prepared on 
the basis of providing investment or bank finance information. The special 
purpose financial report was prepared exclusively for the benefit of the 
directors and members of Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-
operative Ltd. for the purpose identified above. We do not accept 
responsibility to any other person for the contents of the special purpose 
financial report.  

 
MICHAEL KIERNAN 
 
Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation  
 

Financial Statements 2014-2015
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Financial Statements 2014-2015
Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd
Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2015
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Notes to the Finance Reports
The Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre has now
operated within its own budget for the fourth
year with the Centre activities separated from
those directly managed by the Hobsons Bay
Community Advancement Co-operative.

This separation facilitates the planning and
costing activities of the Centre for current and
future years as well as aiding the development of
an ongoing maintenance and facilities
replacement plan on a priority basis.

Fortunately a small surplus has been made for
the year which assists with the ongoing repair
and replacement plan for the building.

It is worth noting that funds raised for the Bwindi
Uganda project are still included in the accounts
with the auspicing of this project finishing up
recently. A separate entity has been formed to
continue this project.

Given the age and welcomed increased use of the
building, maintenance work continues on a
regular basis with the need to replace/renew the
air conditioning system a first priority.

Other capital and related works include the
re-covering of the external deck, painting
external and internal walls (ongoing) and
carpet replacement.

The automatic front door system has recently
been renewed and a building security
system installed.

Once again this year, with increased utilisation of
the facilities there have been matching increases
in occupational (especially cleaning) and staffing
costs, the later exacerbated by the retirement of
Jill Bilston as Manager aer 10 years service
and the need for additional part-time staff
in her absence. 

We were required to pay Land Tax for the first
time and while our loan interest charge was
substantial lower, we were able to repay a
further $40,000 off the principal of our
ANZ loan.

In regards to the ANZ loan we point out that this
has in the past and again this year been listed as
a Current Liability. This does not in any way mean
that this loan is due to be fully repaid within the
next financial year. The ANZ loan is a long term
loan and in future will be reported as a Non-
Current Liability with only the current amount
that will be repaid showing as a Current Liability. 

A special vote of thanks goes to our all
volunteers and staff especially new Manager,
Kim Reilly, for their tireless contribution to the
Centre's continuing success.

Terry Heazlewood
Treasurer

Financial Statements 2014-2015
     

  
    

2015 2014
ASSETS

Current Assets
Chequing/Savings

Bank account  LJCC 29,985.25 40,317.88
BANK a/c HBCA Co-op 59,841.82 38,674.07
Term deposit 18,119.64 12,881.74
Petty Cash Float 600.00 600.00

Total Chequing/Savings 108,546.71 92,473.69

Accounts Receivable
Accounts Receivable 1,350.00 420.00

Total Accounts Receivable 1,350.00 420.00

Total Current Assets 109,896.71 92,893.69

Fixed Assets

Property 1,718,529.61 1,718,529.61
Property improvements 55,936.37 49,376.37
Less Accum depreciation (4,281.85) (2,961.00)
Equip cost 23,300.01 20,535.46
Less Accum depreciation (10,959.71) (6,705.00)

Total Fixed Assets 1,782,524.43 1,778,775.44
TOTAL ASSETS 1,892,421.14 1,871,669.13
LIABILITIES

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable 15,396.67 1,872.92
ANZ loan 300,623.11 344,424.29
PAYG W  Liability 5,102.00 416.00
HBCAC Credit card 1,552.56
Long service leave prov 7,941.12
Tax Payable 5,884.00 (654.53)

Total Current Liabilities 336,499.46 346,058.68
TOTAL LIABILITIES 336,499.46 346,058.68
NET ASSETS 1,555,921.68 1,525,610.45
EQUITY

Retained earnings 1,525,610.45 1,422,788.58
Net Income 30,311.23 102,821.87

TOTAL EQUITY 1,555,921.68 1,525,610.45
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Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd
Statement of Financial Performance – 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015

     
  

    
2015 2014

 

   
   

 
  

 

 
 

  

  

 

 
  
 

  

  
 

 
 

 
   

  
   

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

      
    

       June 2015

    

Income
Art textile sales 16,003.55 20,352.17
Uganda fundraising Income 20,941.89 30,883.92
Total Grants 113,960.59 86,808.10
ICCA Rental & Outgoings 130,398.89 133,878.71
Interest 519.16 784.85
Total Sundry Income 11,427.27 3,757.07
Total Venue Income 63,950.02 74,502.79

Total Income 357,201.37 350,967.61
Expense

Cleaning & Cleaning Products 21,944.01 12,063.56
Electricity 9,425.00 9,539.44
Depreciation 6,455.51 5,839.00
Mortgage interest 19,192.50 25,001.79
Co-op maintenance expenses 16,396.18 15,605.05
Uganda expenses 33,005.22 18,444.81
Total Payroll Expenses 120,679.28 98,204.41
Total Project Expense 22,208.85 16,090.66
Art & Textile Expense 17,457.00 20,542.64
Total Sundry Expense 60,126.59 26,814.38

Total Expense 326,890.14 248,145.74
Net Income 30,311.23 102,821.87

Financial Statements 2014-2015
Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd
Profit & Loss – 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015

    
   

        

2015
Income $

Co-Ordination Grant 0.00
ICCA Rental 130,398.89
Interest 248.46

Total Income 130,647.35
Expense

Award Funding 1,000.00
Logo Design 111.00
AGM Expense 2,181.82
Audit Fees/Bookkeeping 3,399.96
Bank Charges 892.58
Board Celebrations & Gifts 2,317.86
Building Costs

Furniture & Fittings 575.00
Repairs & Maintenance 5,378.38

Co-Op
Gardening Expense 0.00
ICCA Maintenance 0.00
ICCA Rates 1,627.64
Insurance 696.10
Land Tax 1,615.00
Legal Fees 0.00
Management Fee 6,504.06

Depreciation Expense 2,200.80
Mortgage interest 19,192.50
Sundry Expense 0.00

Total Expense 47,692.70
Net Ordinary Income
Other Income/Expense

Other Expense
Transfer 21,797.00

Net Income 61,157.65



Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd   |   2015 Annual Report 2928 Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd   |   2015 Annual Report

 Note 1:  Statement of Accounting Policies

This financial report is a special purpose financial
report prepared for use by directors and
members for the purpose of fulfilling the
directors' financial reporting requirements.   

The financial report has been prepared in
accordance with the requirements of the
following Australian Accounting Standards.

AAS 5: Materiality

AAS 8: Events Occurring Aer Reporting Date

The financial statements comply with those
Accounting Standards deemed necessary by the
directors in the circumstances to meet the
objectives of the special purpose report.   

The financial report has been prepared on an
accruals basis and is based on historic costs and
does not take into account changing money
values, or except where specifically stated,
current valuations of non-current assets.

This financial report is a special purpose financial
report prepared for use by directors and
members of the company.  The directors have
determined that the organisation is not a
reporting entity.

The following specific accounting policies, which
are consistent with the previous period unless
otherwise stated, have been adopted in the
preparation of this financial report:

(a)     Property, Plant and Equipment

Property, plant and equipment are carried at
cost, independent or directors' valuation.
All assets are depreciated over their useful lives
to the company.

Note 2:  Revenue

Income has been recognised on an accrual basis. 

Note 3:  Depreciation

Depreciation of non-current assets:

• Plant and equipment 20% straight
line basis

• Property 4% Straight line basis

Note 4:  Liabilities - ANZ loan

A mortgage loan liability of $300,623.11 appears
in the Balance Sheet. 

The current liability debt, that is the amount 
of the ANZ loan due in the 12 months ending
on 30 June 2016 is $44,551.00.

Financial Statements 2014-2015
Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd
Notes to the Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2015

Financial Statements 2014-2015
Louis Joel Community Centre
Profit & Loss – for year  1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015

   
   

 y   y     

2015
Income $

Fundraising Income
Uganda 20,941.89
Fundraising Income - Other 160.00

Total Fundraising Income 21,101.89
Grants

HBCC Co-Ordination Grant 45,927.00
DHS Operating Grants 43,953.59
HBCC Community Grants

Auspice - West & Proud 5,000.00
Auspice - Mokopunu 2,280.00
Auspice - Conversations 5,300.00
Self Care 1,000.00
Cultural Diversity 500.00
AIPP 1,000.00
Partnership 5,000.00
20th Anniversary 0.00
Refugee Week 3,000.00
Sustainability Expo 0.00
Art Wear It 0.00
GLBTIQ 0.00
Naidoc Exhibition 0.00
Maltese 0.00

Total HBCC Community Grants 23,080.00
Project Grants

Self Care 1,000.00
Total Project Grants 1,000.00

Total Grants 113,960.59
Project Income

Refugee 909.09
Sustain Expo 50.00
Aust Day 400.00
Altona Loop 0.00
Altona Sports Club 0.00
Art in Public Places 3,000.00
Art Wear It 3,856.74
Buloke Shire 782.50
Sustainability Street 300.00

Total Project Income 9,298.33
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Financial Statements 2014-2015
Louis Joel Community Centre
Profit & Loss – 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015

   
   

        

 

   
  

  
  

  
    
  
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

   
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
  

   
  

 
 

  
Sundry Income

Art & Textile Sales 16,003.55
Commission 699.00
Donations 1,200.00
Interest 270.70
Kings of the Kitchen 0.00
Misc 70.00

Total Sundry Income 18,243.25
Venue Income

Venue Hire
Commmunity 0.00
Joel Gallery 2,581.81
Private 40,003.13

Total Venue Hire 42,584.94
Venue Lease 19,090.90
Venue Use 2,274.18

Total Venue Income 63,950.02
Total Income 226,554.08
Expense

Building Costs
Artwork & Furniture 59.99
Cleaning & Cleaning Products 21,944.01
Gardening Expense 932.04
Insurance 749.89
Land Tax 761.25
Louis Joel Gallery

Other 159.61
Equipment & Storage 532.00
Maintenance 25.85

Total Louis Joel Gallery 717.46
Repairs & Maintenance 3,745.60
Security Expenses 440.04

   
   

        

2015
$

 

   
  

  
  

  
    
  
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

   
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
  

   
  

 
 

  
 

   

   

  
 

 

 

  
 
 

  
 

 
  
   

 

 
  

  

   
  
 

Utilities
Electricity 9,425.00
Telephone 3,682.38
Water 0.00

Total Utilities 13,107.38
Total Building Costs 42,457.66
Depreciation 4,254.71
Fundraising Expense

Uganda 33,005.22
Total Fundraising Expense 33,005.22

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

  
 

  
  

 

 
 
  

  
 
  

   
  

 

   
 

 
  

 
   

 

   
  

 
  

 
 

  
  
 

 
  

 

  
Office Administration

Accounting Fees 5,666.25
Advertising & Promotion 2,188.15
AGM Expenses 1,753.65
Bank Charges 964.93
Computer Maintenance 2,346.37
Computer Software 543.00
Internet 1,183.59
Meeting Costs 1,085.09
Membership 1,342.28
Postage 401.01
Printing 1,498.18
Professional Development 263.64
Stationery 4,911.41
Travel Expense 1,118.72
Volunteer Support 9,823.63
Volunteer/Staff Consumables 3,073.27

Total Office Administration 38,163.17
Payroll Expenses

Wages & Salaries 99,308.40
Superannuation 9,924.87
LSL expense 10,347.52
Workers Compensation 1,098.49

Total Payroll Expenses 120,679.28
Project Expense

Loom Room Auspice 2,746.60
Self Care Workshop 937.75
Sustainability Expo 959.99
Mokopuno-Auspice 1,300.00
Cultural Diversity 505.01
Australia Day 468.98
Volunteer Garden Day 904.83
20th Anniversary Expense 0.00
Altona Loop 0.00
Altona Sports Club 0.00
Art in Public Places 3,625.37
Art wear it 6,407.00
Buloke Shire 86.44
GLBTIQ 33.96
Kings of the Kitchen 3,884.23
Seniors Week 0.00
Sustainability Street 348.69

Total Project Expense 22,208.85
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Louis Joel Community Centre
Profit & Loss – 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015
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Sundry Expense
Art & Textile Expense 17,457.00
Interest Paid 1.82
Miscellaneous 1,869.16
Sundry Expense - Other 0.00

Total Sundry Expense 19,327.98
Total Expense 280,096.87

Net Ordinary Income (53,542.79)
Other Income/Expense

Other Income
Transfer 32,534.89

Total Other Income 32,534.89
Net Other Income 32,534.89
Net Income (21,007.90)

Financial Statements 2014-2015
Louis Joel Community Centre
Profit & Loss – 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015
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 ORGANISATIONS
• Hobsons Bay Community Information

Centre – providing emergency relief, tax
help and a legal service

• WynBay LLEN
• Hobsons Bay NILS
• Hobsons Bay Arts Society
• Crisis Intervention Counselling

HEALTH & WELLBEING
• Hear Service
• Kings of the Kitchen - Men’s Cooking Class
• Meditation and Relaxation
• Huntington’s Victoria
• Miracle Babies Foundation

RECREATION & LEISURE
• Patchwork Classes
• Art Classes through Hobsons Bay Art

Society – for adults and children
• Sit ‘n Sew
• U3A classes and events
• Seabreeze Quilters 
• Botanical Art
• Decorative Painting

SUPPORT SERVICES
• Altona Anxiety Support Group (ADAVIC)
• Crisis Intervention Counselling

PERMANENT VENUE HIRE GROUPS
• Altona U3A
• Altona CWA – Evening Branch
• Kumon - Altona Education Centre
• Botanical Art
• Dramawerkz
• Probus
• Seabreeze Quilters Inc
• Inspired Life Church

SPECIAL OCCASION BOOKINGS
• Family Celebrations
• Baby Showers/Christenings

• Group Celebrations
• Workshops
• Weddings
• Annual General Meetings

SPECIAL EVENT BOOKINGS
• Training programs -   NFP and Corporate
• Chess Tournament
• Weddings

The Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre
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